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Abstrak

Multicultural education is the foundation of nation-building with a pluralistic societal system. It assists the
field of education in achieving its goals and teaches multicultural education in schools. This study employs a
library research method, utilizing primary and secondary data sources. The primary data source used is the
model of multicultural education found in the book "Wasathiyah" by Muhammad Abu Al-Fath Al-Bayanuni.
Meanwhile, the secondary data sources encompass previous research findings on multicultural Islamic
education published in national and international journals. The collected data will be analyzed using content
analysis methodology. Within the book "Wasathiyah" by Muhammad Abu Al-Fath Al-Bayanuni, several
concepts of multicultural education can be implemented. These include demonstrating taqwa (God-
consciousness) towards Allah, exhibiting noble character towards fellow human beings, honouring parents,
and avoiding obstacles caused by differences in religious understanding and sects in life. However, this
research does not encompass the discussion and response to multicultural education beyond Islam.
Therefore, it is advisable to align thoughts and actions proportionately, avoiding excessive negative
justifications outside the scope of Islam. The ultimate objective is to construct a fair nation for all Indonesian
citizens by fostering civil society.
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Introduction

Islam represents the theological accommodation between human beings and Allah, embodying
the continuity of humans' physical and spiritual connection.! In addition to the vertical
relationship, humans are also required to have horizontal relationships with fellow human beings,
which, notably in a country like Indonesia, consist of a plural or diverse society and a
multicultural society with various cultures. Considering these aspects, the Ministry of Religious
Affairs in Indonesia has incorporated the theme of multiculturalism into the field of education as
a means to address various issues.” From a societal perspective, the application of the state
philosophy is aligned with Islam, which teaches individuals to always have attitudes such as
respecting others, accepting with an open heart, and displaying proper behavior in the presence
of elders. This encourages society to think more critically than before because their lives cannot
be sustained solely by themselves but rather through the support of others.’

The emergence of movements within small groups in Indonesia has reached a stage that is
considered "threatening," prompting the government to become more aware of the importance
of adopting multiculturalism in the educational curriculum. This curriculum is subsequently
introduced to the younger generation and Indonesian society.* Furthermore, some schools in
Indonesia are based on specific groups, which can ultimately lead to societal divisions when
viewed from a religious perspective.” Many individuals are affiliated with religious organizations
within a community, and it is concerning when they claim that their understanding is the only one
acceptable to reason and religion. This can potentially cause disintegration within national unity,
as they solely focus on one aspect, religious matters or others.” In the realm of religious
preaching, fanaticism towards a particular group's viewpoint does not align with the principles of
multicultural education. However, the essence of preaching can be presented with a more
inclusive understanding that incorporates broader values.’

In the present day, problems persist in education that is based on a particular group. This is due
to the entrenched viewpoints within these groups, which sometimes leads them to overlook
brotherhood with followers of other groups.” Many schools are established based on specific
groups to advance their agendas or business endeavours. Consequently, this creates two different
perspectives within society. Some support it, while others disagree, as these schools foster
separation between groups or religions.

Parents' preferences heavily influence the education children receive from a young age in
choosing a particular educational institution. This is where the role of parents becomes crucial in
entrusting their children's education, both in religious knowledge and general subjects, to an
institution. However, the lingering stigma from the past to the present often haunts parents'
minds. Therefore, these three issues need to be seriously addressed or researched. One possible
solution is introducing multicultural education to the community, particulatly to those involved in

1 R. Abuy Sodikin, ‘Konsep Agama Dan Islam’, Algalam, 20.97 (2003)
<https://doi.otg/doi.org/10.32678 /alqalam.v20i97.643>.

2 Agama; Indonesia; Moderasi, Moderasi Beragama Kemenag R, Badan Litbang Dan Diklat Kementerian Agama RI
Gedung Kementerian Agama RI JLMH. Thanrin No.6 Lt. 2 Jakarta Pusat, 2019.

3 Muhammad Mona Adha and Erwin Susanto, ‘Kekuatan Nilai-Nilai Pancasila Dalam Membangun Kepribadian
Masyarakat  Indonesia’,  AklAdabiya:  Jurnal  Kebudayaan — Dan  Keagamaan, 15. No. 1  (2020)
<https://doi.otg/doi.org/10.37680/adabiya.v15i01.319>.

4 Sitti Mania, ‘Implementasi Pendidikan Multikultural Dalam Pembelajaran’, Lentera Pendidikan : Jurnal Iimu
Tarbiyah Dan Kegnrnan, 13, No. 1 (2010), 78-91 <https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24252/1p.2010v13n1a6>.

5 Siti Maizul Habibah, ‘Penanaman Nilai-Nilai Multikulturalisme Pada Sekolah Background Agama’, Inzegralistik,
28, No. 2 (2018), 28 <https://doi.otg/https://doi.otg/https:/ /doi.otg/10.15294/integralistik.v28i2.13735>.

¢ Sudi Raharjo, ‘Dampak Radikalisme Atasnama Agama Bagi Kehidupan Masyarakat Secara Luas’, 2022, 26
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.31941 /jurnalpena.v36i0.1962>.

7 Adi Suhara, ‘Pengaruh Fanatisme Mazhab Terhadap Keberhasilan Dakwah’, Waragat, 01, No. 01 (2020)
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.51590/ waraqat.v1i1.29>.

8 Mursal Aziz, ‘Pendidikan Multikultural Dalam Perspektif Pendidikan Islam’, Waragat, 01, NO. 02 (2016)
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.51590 /waraqat.v1i2.38>.

WARAQAT: Jurnal Ilmu-Ilmu Keislaman ¢ Volume VIII, No. 1, January-June 2023 |102



Islamic academia as education advocates. This is important to promote understanding and
appreciation of cultural, religious, and ethnic diversity. Doing so is hoped to overcome division
and enhance tolerance and unity within society.

Education holds great hope for humanity, and therein lies the importance of multicultural
education in creating a balance in education based on diverse understandings from specific
organizations or sects.” A school environment is also where multicultural education can be
implemented, whether in religious or public schools, with students from various religious
backgrounds, including Islam and non-Islam."” However, it is important not to blame one party
solely. As individuals who are aware of the significance of tolerance and the implementation of
multicultural education in the realm of education and society, we should be able to coexist with
those with different tasks and roles in life."

This study employs library research or literature review as the research method."” The data
sources in this study encompass both primary and secondary data. The primary data sources
include (1) Islamic multicultural education: challenges and references in Indonesia; (2) models of
multicultural education; (3) challenges of multicultural education. On the other hand, the
secondary sources consist of previous research about Islamic multicultural education published in
national and international journals. The data will be analyzed using the content analysis method.
The steps of content analysis in this study are as follows: (1) identifying Islamic multicultural
education in schools, madrasas, and Islamic boarding schools; (2) analyzing the content of
Islamic education in schools, madrasas, and Islamic boarding schools; (3) concluding.

Result and Discussion

The concept of multicultural education is imperative in the realm of Islamic education. "’ This is
because Islam is a religion of mercy for all of creation, as embodied in the phrase "rabmatan
lil'alamin,""* which means a merciful religion for the entire universe. This concept aligns with the
primary objective of da'wah (Islamic propagation) upheld by Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him). It often emphasizes that Islam is a religion of peace, compassion, tolerance, and love
for goodness. Indonesia is diverse, encompassing various aspects of religion, ethnicity, language,
race, and cultural traditions. This diversity can potentially be a source of conflict at the individual
and group levels.” The state of education in Indonesia, including Islamic education, often
receives criticism from education experts.'® Therefore, there is a need for a paradigm shift in
education within Indonesia. One of the solutions to address these issues is implementing a
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multicultural education perspective.”” Multicultural education becomes more effective when
infused with Islamic values, as these values are relevant to the goals of Islamic teaching."

The message of the life of Prophet Muhammad is not to become individuals or groups with
religious beliefs that lean towards agnostic views, disbelief in religion, or even atheism, which
rejects the belief in God. Humans are born into this world with inherent belief and trust in God
as an expression of His love for all creatures. In line with this, humans also have responsibilities
that must be fulfilled and understood by utilizing logical reasoning without disregarding divine
revelation."” Strengthening our faith involves engaging in activities that result in a deeper
understanding of religion in our minds.”

The development of civilization through education encompasses several essential points to
strengthen faith. In the book "Kita Wasathiyah" by Muhammad Abu Al-Fath Al-Bayanuni, four
aspects must be considered in developing education within society. Firstly, having taqwa (God-
consciousness) towards Allah entails devotion to Him, fulfilling His commandments, and
refraining from His prohibitions. Secondly, exhibiting noble character towards fellow human
beings. This approach emphasizes the importance of building good relationships, showing
compassion, and mutual respect among individuals. Thirdly, showing filial piety towards parents.
Lastly, not perceiving differences in religious beliefs and sects held by others. These four aspects
aim to solidify the foundation of multicultural education that encompasses religious, social,
cultural, and other elements. A multicultural approach does not solely focus on one aspect but
also fosters a comprehensive understanding of the diversity within a nation.

In addition to the aspects mentioned above, several factors have not been discussed in the book,
such as the steps to be taken when encountering clashes of opinions in multiculturalism between
individuals with atheistic views or other beliefs related to spirituality within society. Furthermore,
there is no explanation regarding the actions to be taken if someone who believes solely in Islam
lives in a multicultural country but cannot adhere to the principles expressed by Muhammad Abu

Al-Fath Al-Bayanuni. Here are the principles of multicultural education development in the book
"Wasathiyah" by Muhammad Abu Al-Fath Al-Bayanuni:

Tagwa Towards Allah
3.9_;3()1 lg@i wTw&dA;UJda_uwjuﬁ.}ejllujawg u.’_).agffbji‘o;lh.\m}’
%m%,@nm‘;b &5 Tps,_azu’gm

“Believers should not take disbelievers as guardians instead of the believers—and whoever does so will have nothing
to hope for from Allah—unless it is a precantion against their tyranny. And Allah warns you about Himself.
And to Alla is the final return.”

In the above verse, several sentences reflect the concept of taqwa, such as "being cautious of
moral dangers." Taqwa can also be understood as a form of piety in the practice of religion.
Furthermore, tagwa towards Allah can also be manifested in the economic sector, thereby
fostering a sense of taqwa within individuals.” Taqwa encompasses various aspects of reasoning
that involve inner beliefs and serve as a driving force to achieve positive goals within the religious

I7 Novia Iffatul Izzah, ‘Urgensi Pendidikan Multikultural Di Indonesia Dalam Pendidikan Agama Islam’, .4/
Hikmal: Jonrnal of Eduncation, 1, no. 1 (2020), 35-46 <https://doi.org/,
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Pendidikan Islam’, Addin, 7, no. 1 (2013), 1-26
<https://doi.otg/https: //d01 org/http://dx.doi.org/10.21043 /addin.v7i1.573.>.

19 Juabdin sad Heru, ‘Manusia Dalam Perspektif Agama Islam’, 07, No. 1 (2016)
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24042/ atjpi.v7il.1498>.
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2! Jlham and Kadir Arnol, ‘Poverty Alleviation and Inequality of Rural Economics in Indonesia’, Techninm, 36
(2022).
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context. The concept of taqwa in life, particularly in the multicultural society of Indonesia, needs
to be approached with comprehensive principles, acknowledging that culture and wisdom cannot
be simplified. The discussion of taqwa in the Qut'an is central to the debates that prompt
individuals to reflect on matters of the hereafter and seek solutions to worldly challenges.”
Human beings, as creations of Allah, possess imperfections and tend to exhibit narrow thinking,
as well as a tendency to prioritize personal interests. However, in the endeavor to fortify human
intellect and comprehension of tagwa, Allah elucidates it in Surah Al-Ma'arij, verses 19-21, which
state:

4YVy egha AT A0 13054 Y. b eg3a 30T A2a 1341 2 ) esla B 52T &)
“Indeed, humantkind was created impatient: (19) distressed when touched with evil,(20) and withholding when
tonched with good. (21)”

From the above verse, it can be concluded that by combining religion and rationality in our
human lives, the traits of complaint and greed can be diminished through the aspiration to
enhance personal taqwa. Issues such as politics, religion, education, culture, and others can create
new challenges that can trigger positive and negative emotions. However, they can also generate
new ideas, for example, in educational thinking.” However, suppose we overly rely on secular
education frameworks originating from the West. Such approaches may be less applicable in that
case as each country has distinct concepts. Hence, the division between religious and state affairs
will vary in each country's context.*

Exchibiting Noble Character Towards Fellow Human Beings

One's character can be assessed based on moral values (akhlak).” Etymologically, "akblak" in the
Indonesian dictionary refers to one's manners and conduct. Another understanding of "akhlak" is
behaviour that embodies deeply held values and is applied in everyday interactions. For example,
in a simple scenario, if a child is mocked by their friend but does not feel angry and instead
forgives and surrenders to Allah, it demonstrates commendable moral character. The child can
embody the values they uphold in their life. According to Imam Al-Ghazali, a moral character
formed in daily life is not merely an achievement but also knowledge. In other words, good moral
character is not solely based on visible actions or behavior. However, it is also supported by
proper understanding and knowledge.*

The importance of having good morals towards fellow human beings is strongly emphasized in
the book "Wasathiyah,", especially in terms of interacting with others regardless of differences in
beliefs, schools of thought, and varying opinions as a form of multiculturalism. In multicultural
education, the way to engage with society is by upholding justice and goodness. Justice in
multicultural education does not have to be uniformly applied but should be adjusted according
to the circumstances and situations. On the other hand, excellence will always prevail if
multicultural education is implemented according to the book's explanations. The book
"Wasathiyah" also prohibits social interactions that have the potential to cause harm to others.
Humans are encouraged to avoid any interaction that may harm and injustice toward others.
Treating others with noble character is also clearly found in the following explicit quotation in the
Quran:

22 Naila Farah and Intan Fitriya, ‘Konsep Iman, Islam Dan Taqwa’, Rausyan Fikr, 14, No. 2 (2018)
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https:/ /doi.org/10.24239 /rsy.v14i2.349>.

23 Sofa Muthohar, ‘Antisipasi Degradasi Moral Di Era Global’, Nadwa: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam, 07, No. 2 (20106)
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.21580/nw.2013.7.2.565>.

2 Dalmeri and others, ‘Sekularisme Sebagai Tantangan Pendidikan Islam Kontemporer’, Ta'dubuna Jurnal.
Pendiditan Isiam, 11, No. 2 (2022) <https://doi.otg/http://dx.doi.org/10.32832/tadibuna.v11i2.7193>.

2 Ahmad Hifdzil Haq, ‘Pendidikan Akhlak Menurut Imam Al-Ghazali’, A#Ta'dib, 10, No. 2 (2015)
<https://doi.otg/http://dx.doi.org/10.21111/at-tadib.v10i2.460>.
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Surah Al-A'raf, Verse 29
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Artinya: Katakanlah: "Tubanku menynrub menjalankan keadilan". dan (katakanlah): "Luruskanlah muka
(diri)mn di Setiap sembabyang dan  sembablah Allab dengan mengikblaskan ketaatanmu  kepada-Nya.
sebagaimana Dia telah menciptakan kamu pada permulaan (demikian pulalah kamn akan kembali
kepadaNya)". “Say, "O Prophet,” “My Lord has commanded uprightness and dedication "to Him alone’ in

worship, calling upon Him with sincere devotion. Just as He first brought you into being, you will be brought to life
again.(29)”

Showing Filial Piety Towards Parents

The next aspect of good manners in the book Wasathiyah is to always be dutiful to parents. From
the hadith narrated by Tirmidhi, Ibn Hibban, and Hakim, the Prophet Muhammad said:

oidlall bkze § il lakig, cadlsll U, § <l Ua,
“Allah’s pleasure results from the parent’s pleasure, and Allah’s displeasure results from the parent’s
displeasure.”

From the above hadith, it is clear that the pleasure of both parents is actually the pleasure of
Allah. Furthermore, this concept is also mentioned in Surah An-Nisa, verse 36:

375 . /7‘/ L”"‘, ,L”w, _ 254 . £y, b L"‘/&y’- o 3 ,.a T T e 545 0
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“Worship Allah "alone™ and associate none with Him. And be kind to parents, relatives, orphans, the poor, near

and distant neighbours, close friends, "needy” travellers, and those “bondspeople” in your possession. Surely Allah
does not like whoever is arrogant, boastful (36)”

The phrase "ridhallahi fi ridhal walidain" signifies that parents' pleasure depends on Allah's
pleasure. This indicates the importance of being dutiful to parents. Education that begins within
the family is the primary foundation, and parents play a central role in guiding us toward
goodness through actions aligned with religious teachings. They also provide an understanding
that is tailored to the surrounding environment.

Not Perceiving Differences In Religious Beliefs And Sects Held By Others

Differences that have the potential to cause conflict can lead to disintegration within households
and society in a country. Pluralism often threatens societal harmony, especially in religion, where
some individuals disregard and treat religious values merely as formalities.” Informal education
plays a crucial role in shaping the future of the next generation. However, it is not only informal
education that plays a role; formal and non-formal education also significantly influence
individuals' thinking.®® A holistic education, encompassing physical and spiritual aspects, will
open doors to a broader understanding of multicultural education, as seen in Indonesia and other
countries with culturally diverse societies. Thus, holistic and value-based education will help
create a society that appreciates diversity and can foster positive social interactions where
religious and sectarian differences do not hinder communal living. Several surahs in the Qut'an
that state tolerance for differences in beliefs and sects are as follows:

27 Amirotun Sholikhah Sholikhah, ‘Peran Keluarga Sebagai Tempat Pertama Sosialisasi Budi Pekerti Jawa Bagi
Anak Dalam Mengantisipasi Degradasi Nilai-Nilai Moral’, 15, NO. 1 (2020)
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24090/yinyang.v15i1.3805>.

28 Jrwansyah Suwahyu, ‘Pendidikan Karakter Dalam Konsep Pemikiran Pendidikan Ki Hajar Dewantara’,
Insania, 23, No. 2 (2018) <https://doi.org/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24090/insania.v23i2.2290>.
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Surah Al-Kafirun, Verses 1-6
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“Say, “O Prophet,” “O you disbelievers!(1) I do not worship what you worship,(2) nor do you worship what 1

worship.(3) 1 will never worship what you worship,(4) nor will you ever worship what I worship. (5) You have
your way, and I have ny Way.”(6)”

Surah Yunus, Verses 40-41
35 oz J Jas SgdiS 0l ¢ el T SL55o s (080 3 (05 e <4 (a3l 05 ol
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“Some of them will “eventually” believe in it; others will not. And your Lord knows best the corruptors.(40) If
they deny you, then say, “My deeds are mine and your deeds are yours. You are free of what I do and I am free of
what you do!”’(41)

Surah Al-Mumtahanah, Verse 8
7 51 g s b5 o 5 055 o 45 o1 8 et ol o 407 i ¥
EAY sl )

“Allah does not forbid you from dealing kindly and fairly with those who have neither fought nor driven you ont of
your homes. Surely Allab loves those who are fair. (8)”

Surah Al-Baqarah, Verse 178
A0 & 545 5 0, ST 300 T AT § bl 40 e 1
: Satas 3
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“O believers! "The law of" retaliation is set for you in cases of murder—a free man for a free man, a slave for a
slave, and a female for a female. But if the offender is pardoned by the victim’s gnardian, then blood-money should
be decided fairly and payment should be made courteously. This is a concession and a mercy from your Lord. But
whoever transgresses after that will suffer a painful punishment. (178)”

The concept of Qisas entails seeking equal retaliation against a criminal act. However, the
implementation of Qisas is not carried out if the perpetrator of the murder obtains forgiveness
from the family of the deceased, which can be achieved through the payment of Diyah
(compensation) that is deemed fair. The payment of Diyah should be conducted with courtesy,
for example, without coercing the perpetrator of the murder, and the perpetrator should fulfil the
payment of Diyah promptly, without unnecessary delays.

Surah Al-Hajj, Verse 40

z Gy Foe 37 et 3T e 23 0 % 3 EXE . B [P S
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““They are” those who have been excpelled from their homes for no reason other than proclaiming: “Our Lord is
Allah.” Had Allah not repelled “the aggression of” some people by means of others, destruction would have surely
claimed monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques in which Allah’s Name is often mentioned. Allah will

certainly help those who stand up for Him. Allab is truly All-Powerful, Almighty. (40)

Multicultural education in Islam aims to teach us how to respect others in this life and to delve
into the values embedded in the roles we currently fulfil. Islamic academics need to consider not
only the identity of the educators but also how these values can provide new experiences for each
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individual. Multicultural education will cultivate individuals who interpret life with a heightened
sense of tolerance in various aspects, leading to positive outcomes.” This pertains not only to
educational matters but also to the social issues in our daily lives. Hence, multicultural education™
in an Islamic context will mold individuals with a broader understanding, enhanced tolerance, and
the capability to confront the challenges of social life. ™

There are several verses in the Qur'an regarding Islam explaining the meaning of multiculturalism
in the world, these verses are as follows:

Surah Al-Hujurat, Verse 13
T s T s ziog S T-% (¢ 3 % 2 57 g 2
O pS5&51 T Jue pS&5ST G| Iaaslasd (lias Lo 3‘5\4‘3)53wa‘ SelAT
Q07 ) > ke T

Artinya: Hai manusia, Sesunggubnya Kami menciptakan kamu dari seorang laki-laki dan seorang perempuan
dan menjadikan  kamu  berbangsa - bangsa dan  bersukn-suku supaya kamn saling kenal-mengenal.
Sesunggubnya orang yang paling mulia diantara kamn disisi Allah ialah orang yang paling tagwa diantara
kanm. Sesunggubnya Allah Maha mengetabui lagi Maha Mengenal. “O humanity! Indeed, We created you from
a male and a female, and made you into peoples and tribes so that you may “get to” know one another. Surely the
most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteons among you. Allah is truly Al-Knowing, All-
Aware.(13)”

The message conveyed by the above verses is that the diversity of gender, individuals, tribes, and
nations is intended to create a sense of "recognition" within the social sphere of humanity. Such
an attitude fosters commitment within the community and gives rise to constructive and
positively valued behaviors.

Surah Ar-Rum, Verse 22
{775 Cnalall 228 205 &) 185505 il Lals Ty oy o3l 515 e (s
“And one of His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the diversity of your langnages and colonrs.
Surely in this are signs for those of “sound” knowledge.(22)”

Surah Yunus, Verse 99
439} Eniebh 15368 8o GelT 8,88 el laaz 2 (a1 8 000 6 St 51 35

“Had your Lord so willed "O Prophet’, all "people” on earth would have certainly believed, every single one of
them! Wonld you then force people to become believers? (99)”

Surah Al-Baqarah, Verse 13
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“And when they are told, “Believe as others believe,” they reply, “Will we believe as the fools believe?” Indeed, it is
they who are fools, but they do not know.”
One of the strategic efforts that can be undertaken to build a culturally aware future generation is
cultivating diversity values through multicultural education in schools. Schools serve as
appropriate institutions for implementing multicultural education amidst concerns about the
dangers of national disintegration. In multicultural education conducted in schools, every element

2 Murniati Agustian, Pendidikan Multikulturalisme (Jakarta: Universitas Katolik Indonesia Atma Jaya, 2019).

30 Nuraliyah Ali and Syamhudian Noor, Pendidikan Islam Multikultur: Relevansi, Tantangan, Dan Peluang’,
Hadratnl Madaniyah, 6, no. 1 (2019) <https://doi.org/https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/10.33084/jhm.v6i1.879>.

31 Payiz Zawahir Muntaha and Ismail Suardi Wekke, ‘Paradigma Pendidikan Islam Multikultural: Keberagamaan
Indonesia Dalam Keberagaman’, Intizar, 23, No. 1 (2017)
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.19109/intizar.v23i1.1279>.
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of the school plays a vital role. A teacher's responsibility goes beyond merely teaching and
mastering their subjects. Additionally, a teacher must also instil the values of multicultural
education. Specifically, in the context of Islamic religious education in schools, transitioning from
the era of religious moderation to the era of diversity necessitates a concept of multicultural-
based learning.” Multicultural education aims to provide equal opportunities for all students,
regardless of their racial, ethnic, cultural, and religious backgrounds.”

Multicultural education can be integrated with religious subjects, such as multicultural Islamic
education, to strengthen the understanding of Muslim individuals regarding diversity within
society. In this regard, there is a need for a change or improvement in attitudes toward
universalism so that the younger generation is prepared to live in an atmosphere of tolerance
(tasamub). Students with a tolerant attitude towards others will feel comfortable, especially in the
learning process within the school environment. A comfortable learning environment plays a
significant role as a supporting factor in achieving educational goals.

Indonesia, as one of the largest multicultural countries in the world, particularly within the
ASEAN region, is characterized by diverse customs and cultures that contribute to national
integration.” With the advancement of time, the concept of multiculturalism has become
intertwined with globalization, which is increasingly pervasive across nations. This has prompted
Indonesia to swiftly respond and develop new initiatives to mitigate the negative effects of
globalization.” One significant effort, specifically in the field of education, is undertaken by
madrasahs (Islamic educational institutions), which prioritize the teaching of Islam as a shield for
individuals in their lives as citizens and as mentors to the young generation, who are the nation's
future successors.” It is expected that through these efforts, students will develop an identity that
upholds the principles of multiculturalism, using the foundation of Islam as a means to become
well-rounded individuals.”” Additionally, it is hoped that cooperative learning between students or
santri and teachers will take place, ensuring that students are not passively exposed to
multiculturalism but actively contribute their ideas during the teaching and learning process in the
classroom.

Multicultural education is also implemented in Islamic boarding schools (pondok pesantren),
known for bringing together people from various ethnicities and regions. When the concept of
multiculturalism is effectively optimized, individuals in these boarding schools can experience
valuable education.” One important aspect is to align the perceptions of the students who enter
the pesantren, although not all may succeed. The critical point here is the implementation of
multiculturalism in their daily lives at the boarding school, including through methods, strategies,
materials, and other aspects of teaching and learning.” The educational model applied can draw

32 Novayani, ‘Pembelajaran Pendidikan Agama Islam (PAI) Berbasis Multikultural’, Tadrib, 3, No. 2 (2017),
235-259.

3 Zakiyuddin Baidhawy, Pendidikan Agama Berwawasan Multikultural (Jakarta: Erlangga, 2005).

3 Muchamad Solahudin, ‘Pendidikan Multikulturalpada Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 2 Kebumen’, Angewandte
Chenrie International Edition, 6, No. (11 (2018), 951-952
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.21831 /jppfa.v6i2.23179>.

% Jiyanto Jiyanto and Amirul Eko Efendi, Implementasi Pendidikan Multikultural Di Madrasah Inklusi
Madrasah  Aliyah  Negeri Maguwohatjo  Yogyakarta’,  Jurnal — Penelitian, 10, no. 1 (2016), 25
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/10.21043 /jupe.v10i1.1366>.

% Khuma Ida, ‘Analisis Pendidikan Multikultural Di Madrasah Dan Pesantren: Studi Komparasi Di Man 3
Sleman Dan Pondok Pesantren Nurul Ummah Kotagede Yogyakarta’, Panangkaran: Jurnal Penelitian Agama Dan
Masyarakat, 2, no. 1 (2018), 105 <https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.14421/panangkaran.2018.0201-06>.

37 Solso dalam Siti Rofi’ah, Persepsi Pendidik PAI Tentang Pembelajaran Multikultural Di Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
Berbasis  Pesantren’,  Muallimuna: — Jurnal ~ Madrasah — 1btidaiyab, 2, no. 2 (2017),  28-40
<https://doi.otg/https:/ /doi.org/http:/ /dx.doi.org/10.31602/muallimuna.v2i2.766>.

38 Saeful Malik, Tmplementasi Manajemen Pendidikan Multikultural Di Pondok Pesantren Al Mugqoddas
Tukmudal Sumber Kabupaten Cirebon’, Eduprof: Islamic — Education, 2, no. 1 (2020), 128-148
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/10.47453 /eduprof.v2il.34.>.
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from local social values and relate them to religious principles.”” In addition to fulfilling the

components of education, such as curriculum, teachers, environment, materials, and objectives,
the involvement of influential figures within the boarding school community is crucial. Their role
can be associated with the significant presence of individuals who accompany the boarding
school.*The discussion on multicultural education in pondok pesantren aims to enable students
to absorb and practice it in Indonesia's unique unity, which has been deeply rooted even before
the country's development and when Indonesia was still known as "Nusantara." **

The process of learning conducted in institutions and social systems will to some extent, have a
beneficial impact on goodness. Although there may be some undesirable aspects, they are
considered within reason as long as there is an effort to improve them fundamentally. From
several discussions on the concept of multicultural education according to the book
"Wasathiyah" by Muhammad Abu Al-Fath Al-Bayanuni, the following conclusions can be drawn:
First, positive impact: it promotes open-mindedness within society, fosters healthy social
relationships, encourages friendship, and instils mutual respect among individuals. Second,
negative impact: it may lead to ethnocentrism, increased sensitivity to conflicts, the emergence of
fanaticism, and extreme attitudes.

The concept of education in Islam, as well as in Western education, both promote the spirit of
multiculturalism in their respective countries. They know that these differences are a gift from
God that must be preserved, as they strengthen us in fulfilling our responsibilities in this world.
Although occasional challenges may arise within diversity, they still believe in God's protection
for communal life. This is similar to the situation in Indonesia, from Sabang to Merauke, which
encompasses a wide range of differences such as ethnicity, race, culture, religion, skin colour,
occupation, and environment. However, all these aspects firmly unite the nation under the spirit
of Pancasila, with the motto "Bhinneka Tunggal Ika" (Unity in Diversity).” Together, they inspire
the emergence of noble generations from the homeland, aiming to uphold the ideals and
aspirations of the nation within the archipelago.

Conclusion

The concept of multicultural education, as outlined in the book "Wasathiyah" by Muhammad
Abu Al-Fath Al-Bayanuni, is needed as a counterbalance to the mindset of diverse societies.
Multicultural education becomes crucial in the context of heterogeneity as part of appropriate
future planning within the academic sphere. In Islam, multicultural education serves as a means
to foster tolerance among fellow Muslims, non-Muslims, and other communities. Several
fundamental points from the book "Wasathiyah" by Muhammad Abu Al-Fath Al-Bayanuni that
can be applied in multicultural education include having tagwa (God-consciousness) towards
Allah, displaying noble character towards fellow human beings, showing respect to parents, and
avoiding barriers caused by differences in religious understanding and sects in life. Schools,
Islamic boarding schools, and community environments require multicultural education to
provide knowledge to students and adults from an early age, enabling them to maintain a
balanced and harmonious position.

Moreover, multicultural education helps adults align their thoughts and actions with a healthy
proportion, avoiding excessive negative justifications. The primary objective is to build a just
nation for all Indonesian citizens, both in terms of education and community life, by fostering

40 Heri Cahyono, Pendidikan Multikultural Di Pondok Pesantren: Sebagai Strategi Dalam Menumbuhkan
NilaiKaraktet’,  _A#t-Tajdid:  Jurnal — Pendidikan — Dan  Pemikiran — Islam, 1, no. 01 (2017), 26-43
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/10.24127 /att.v1i01.333>.

4 Muhadditsir Rifa’i and Ery Khaeriyah, ‘Pendidikan Multikultural Di Pondok Pesantren’, IQ (I/mn Al-Qur'an):
Jurnal Pendidifan Islam, 2, no. 01 (2019), 66-80 <https://doi.org/https://doi.otg/10.37542/iq.v2i01.25>.

42 Yeni Tri Nurrahmawati, ‘Desain Pendidikan Multikultural’, 663672
<https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/https:/ /doi.org/10.36835/ancoms.v0iSeries%0202.168>.

4 Alvira Oktavia Safitri and Dinie Anggraeni Dewi, ‘Pancasila Sebagai Dasar Negara Dan Implementasinya
Dalam Berbagai Bidang’, Edupsycouns, 3, no. 1 (2021) <https://doi.otg/https://doi.org/10.33487>.
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civil society. While implementing multicultural education concepts proposed by experts may have
positive and negative aspects, it ultimately relies on individuals to apply them wisely.
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